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2008 African Women and Children HIV/AIDS 
Health Summit

Theme: KNOWLEDGE + EMPOWERMENT = HEALTHY LIVING

August 28, 2008

Dear Friends and Colleagues:

It is this time of the year again when African Hope Committee get to work in preparation of our 5th 
Annual Health Summit for Women and Children. It is our tradition to organize this summit, 
which allows us to reach out to the African immigrant community at large and educate them on 
HIV/AIDS as well as other health issues affecting their lives. This year health summit will be held 
on October 20, 2008 at the Alhambra Ballroom, 2116 W 125th Street, New York, NY 10027 
from 4pm to 10pm.  And the theme is ÒKnowledge + Empowerment = Health LivingÓ. 

Education and access to information play crucial roles in the knowledge of health and economic. 
The vast majority  on the planet, however, is cut off from this vital information that could empower 
them for a healthy living. African Hope Committee, Inc. works to leverage the strengths of the New 
York African immigrants by  connecting them to vital information and essential services that will 
improve their lives.  

African Women and Children HIV/AIDS Health Summit continues to be a community call to action 
around the tragedy and devastation caused by HIV/AIDS in the African immigrant population, 
particularly in the New York Metropolitan area. Your sponsorship or donation this year will 
continue to make a difference in the work that we carry out in our community through our Annual 
HIV/AIDS Health Summit targeting women and children.

Sub-Saharan Africa remains the most affected region in the global AIDS epidemic. More than two 
thirds (68%) of all people HIV positive live in this region where more than 3/4 (76%) of all death in 
2007 occurred. It is estimated that 1.7 million were newly  infected with HIV in 2007 bringing the 
number to 22.5 million the total number of people living with the virus. Unlike other regions, the 
majority  of people living with the virus are women (61%). As the African community is rapidly 
growing in the United States, it is the African Hope CommitteeÕs duty to continue to help bring the 
new comers to early awareness and testing for prevention and early treatment of HIV/AIDS.

For the past 4 years AHC has hosted the annual health summit, over 1200 people at the national and 
international level have attended the conference and we have brought awareness to over 150000 



people via media campaign of various websites and outreach. In addition, the organization has 
administered two very successful focus groups that brought together 22 women resulting in the 
development of a preliminary needs assessment report.  
The goals of the summit are to:

• Increasing health awareness and knowledge of HIV/AIDS including STD’s in the African 
immigrant population

• Increasing community awareness through women empowerment and support services by 
increasing group discussion to get feed back from the community on how to address the HIV 
prevention and care needs for the African women immigrants in a cultural manner. 

• Educating African women, young girls and youth about HIV/AIDS and STD’s
• Encouraging women, young girls, youth and their families to participate in HIV/AIDS 

prevention activities, including counseling and testing
• Offering emotional support to women and young girls infected by HIV/AIDS 
• Engaging governments, politicians other organizations with the view to adding value and 

developing new policies that are gear toward the African community.

• Strengthening partnerships with other health care providers that provide HIV/AIDS 
counseling, testing and treatment

• Increasing interpretation and translation services in the community
• Increasing the visibility of women living with HIV/AIDS in the African community as 

mentioned by our former testimonial at 2007 health summit and currently living with the 
disease.

The target audience includes health care providers; social service workers; elected officials; 
policymakers; health advocates; community residents and African immigrant women, men and 
youth. We believe that the 2008 African Women and Children HIV/AIDS Health Summit will again 
become a grand platform for showcasing the latest technology  products concepts and health images 
in the field of HIV/AIDS prevention and also a grand gathering for networking communication, 
cooperation and collaboration between all involved.   

We hope you will be able to offer your support-financial donation or in-kind gift- in the effort  to 
help  promote the national and international awareness around HIV/AIDS through our Annual 
Health Summit.  

Thank you in advance for your donation and support. For more information about the summit, 
please contact Clarisse Mefotso Fall, Executive Director of African Hope Committee Inc. at 
212-862-9010 or 917-915-3071 and email at: info@afriquehope.org You can also visit our website 
at www.afriquehope.org  
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Sincerely,

Clarisse Mefotso Fall, MPH
Executive Director

Contributions Form:
Yes! I want to impact the lives of African Immigrant population and other minority immigrant population in New York 
City by giving them the opportunity to getting access to health care, education, immigration and social services by 

supporting African Hope Committee Inc for its work, at the following level:

  $5000                                                 $4000                                      $3000

  $2000                                                 $1000                                      $500

$250                                                     $100                                       $50 

$25                                                      Other $_______
Donation recognition is as follows:

• $5000- $4000 Major contribution: On- site sampling and Hand-out and at every outreach 
activities, logo on all AHC printed materials and on AHC website www.AfriqueHope.org, will 
be invited to speak at every AHC health events ,and banner placement at every health 
events. 

• $3000 - $2000 Logo on AHC printed materials and be invited to speak at major AHC health 
events, and banner placement at major events. 

• $1000 - $500 Will be invited to speak at major AHC Health events and banner placement at 
major health events. 

• $250 - 25 Will be invited to participate at AHC health event. 

Enclosed is my check made out to African Hope Committee Inc.
Name____________________________Address___________________________________                      
City, State Zip__________________________________  Phone#______________________
Email__________________ 

African Hope Committee Inc.
441 Covent Avenue, Suite 4D

New York, NY 10031
Thank you! Your donation is greatly appreciated. 
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